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Outline

1. Background

2. 2023 Weather Events and Impacts

3. Current and potential actions
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Background on Disaster Response in 

Alberta
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Emergency Management System
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• Life Safety

• Protect Property

• Preserve Environment

• Protect Economy

Priorities of Emergency Management
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Provincial Livestock Holdings

Central Alberta
Southern Alberta



Classification: Public

Sturgeon County – Properties with Animals
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2023 Weather Events and Impacts
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Spring Wildfires 2023
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• First start – Apr 29 west of 

Edmonton

• May 10

– 97 Active fires with 6 Fire 

Complex’s

– 23 Community declared states 

of emergency

– 29,000 people evacuated

• Average daytime temp 29C
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Agriculture Impacts – Highway 16 Evac Zones 
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Spring Flooding
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Spring up to May 2 = minimal rain By July 6 +200mm
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Spring Flooding – June 19, 2023
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Tornado –

July 1st

13

Images from CTV News website
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Current/Future Work
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Farm FireSmart
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Risk is identified 
early

Notification by 
Community:
 - Who?

- How?

- Message?

On-Farm Preparation:
- Animals moved

- Extra Feed and Water

- Key items pre-packed

On-Farm Preventative 
Action:
- Enhance fire guards

- Deploy sprinklers

Risk/Hazard is 
Close

Pre-emptive 
evacuation or 
movement: 
- Animals out of high risk areas.

- Community Support?

Prepare to Shelter-in-
Place:
- For those who are not 
evacuating/ animals left behind

- Establish communications with 
Municipality

Resources on 
Standby:

- Livestock transports

- Chutes

- Receiving locations

Community 
Response 
options

Public notification:

- What?

- Where to go?

- Additional information

Prioritization of 
Response:

- People

- Property/Animals

- Environment

Support and/or 
Assistance:
- Farmers to evacuate or shelter

-Verify that shelter plans are 
still valid 

During the 
Response

Verify shelter-in-
place status

Temporary re-entry:

- To feed and water 
livestock

If necessary:

- Support 
additional 
livestock 
evacuations out of 
zone.

After Event/ 
Recovery

Damage 
assessments

Essential 
utilities/services in 
place

Post Event 
Assistance:
- Return transportation of 
evacuated animals

- Disposal of debris/carcasses

- Psychological support

Emergency Planning and Response Components – 

Agriculture challenges in a Community
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Strategy for Temporary Re-entry Plan

• Allow users to access the evacuated area for justified purposes and 

to track those same people during the event. 

• Permits are required for any person traveling within the closure area. 

This includes government staff.

• Permits applied for in person, and picked up the next day. Ensures 

consistency of permitting process and verification of justification.

• Example of conditions for “Landowner – Farmer”

- Emergency access to specified site

- Permit valid from 0600-1300hrs on day of issue

- Must use most direct route in/out of evacuation zone

- No overnight stay permitted
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Summary

• 3400 premises with livestock in Evac Zones

• 275,000 cattle

• 47,000 sheep and goats

• 350,000 poultry

• ** only one premises requiring carcass disposal**

18



Classification: Public

Questions
Brad Andres

AB Agriculture and Irrigation

Brad.Andres@gov.ab.ca

780-638-3204
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