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NFAHW Council – Rapid Report

Forum 2019

Vision

“Canada values and supports the health, 
care and welfare of the farmed animal 
population and its contribution to the well-
being people, the environment and the 
Canadian economy.”

Farmed Animal Health 
and Welfare 2020 
(2014)
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Current Council Board Members

• René Roy

Industry Co-Chair

• Dre Hélène Trépanier 
Government Co-Chair

• Dr. Debbie Barr

• Dave Taylor

• Marco Volpé

• Dr. Jim Fairles

• Dr. David Fraser

• Colleen McElwain

• Rob McNabb

• Dr. Jane Pritchard

• Luc Marchand

• Dr. Nicole Wanamaker

• Steven Sternthal

• Dr. Jaspinder Komal
Ex-Officio

2019 Council Activities

In 2019 Council has developed: 

• modernized by-laws to better enable 
collaboration between partners working in 
similar areas

• Budgetary planning to ensure long term 
sustainability for current Council activities 
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Proposed Organizational Structure

2019 Council Activities

• Enhanced Communication through:
– Updated newsletter format

– Blog

– Webinar

– Website upgrades

– Member outreach calls

– Development of a Council value proposition

https://www.ahwcouncil.ca/communications
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Member Consultation Feedback -
What Have We Heard?

• Continue enhanced communication
• Continue clarifying organizational structures and 

roles
• During this time of transition ensure a strategic 

review of the Council, it’s mandate and priorities
• Ensure robust approach to consultation on 

Council products
• Ensure that the support of Animal Health Canada 

does not draw away from normal operating of 
Council
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2019 Council Activities

Canadian Animal Health Surveillance System (CAHSS)

• Secured funding from the Canadian Agricultural 
Partnership, AgriAssurance Program to support activity 
under the Canadian Animal Health Surveillance System

• Hiring of CAHSS Co-Ordinator

• Initiation of governance implementation

• Initiation of activity to support enhanced animal health 
surveillance reporting in Canada

• Work to be undertaken to develop a sustainability plan

2019 Council Activities

• Work underway to secure funding to support 
reporting for the animal component of the 
Plant and Animal Health Strategy
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Thank you

To all individuals and organizations who have 
contributed to the Council through:

• Financial and in-kind contributions

• Participation in working groups

• Further distribution of Council 
communications

• Providing input and feedback to Council

• Participating in Council activities

• Commitment to a collaborative approach

Antimicrobial Use and Resistance

Committee Lead

Steven Sternthal
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Council reports – AMU/AMR

Four reports developed
• Antimicrobial Resistance and Antimicrobial Use 

Initiatives in Humans and Animals in Canada -
2012

• Antimicrobial Use and Antimicrobial Resistance 
- Strategies for Animal Agriculture - 2014

• Antimicrobial Stewardship in Food Animals in 
Canada – 2016

• Antimicrobial Stewardship in Food Animals 
Progress on Recommendations and 
Stakeholder Activities - 2019

Antimicrobial Stewardship in Food 
Animals Activities Report - 2019

Focus
Completion of Antimicrobial Stewardship in Food 
Animals Progress on Recommendations and 
Stakeholder Activities
Outcome
– Antimicrobial Stewardship in Food Animals in 

Canada published in 2016 is the reference 
document.

– Will provide a baseline for the pan-Canadian 
Action Plan

– Joint webinars with the Council and CFIA to review 
the report and Action Plan status
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AMU/AMR Next Steps

• Support the panCanadian Action Plan 

• Collectively advance AMR initiatives in 
collaboration with the commodity groups 
and veterinary groups 

• Determine role of the Council in 
conjunction with various stakeholders to 
support the pan Canadian Framework and 
Action plan without duplicating effort.  

Questions?
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